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SOVIET COAL INDUSTRY REVIEWS ITS SUCCESSES BEFORE T NOVEMBER

A. M. Valentinov
£,

o The coael industry is facing 7 November with considerable achievements to

~-"" its credit. The plans for gross production and coal output have both been ex-
ceeded. Compared with the same period of 1949, the gross production of the
Ministry increased 13.8 percent and the coal output 11.8 percent. The prewar
level for coal output has been surpassed by all coal basins.

Coal cleaning and the production of construction materials, two essentially
nev branches of the USSR industry, were created in the postwar Five-Year Plan.
Gross production of coal-cleaning plents already amounts to more than 1l percent
of the total gross production of the Ministry. It is 2.9 times as great as 1t
was in the prewar period while the production of construction materials is 13
times as great as in the prewar period. ’ ~

Coal machinery building has increased greatly during the postwar Five-Year
Plan and gross production of the machine-building plants has risen to five ' 'wes
: that of the prewar period. . .

Restoration of the Donbass mines is virtually complefe. The Donbass has
agein become the largest coal basin of the USSR and is considerably exceeding
its prewar level for coal output.

Capital comstruction has taken on a tremendous scope. The volume of work
actually completed in 1949 exceeded the capltal investment of 1948 by 17.5 per-
cent, and the capital investment planned for 1950 is to exceed that of 1949 by
29 percent.
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Nechanization of the most important phases of coal mining has increascd
sharply. Cutting and shooting have been mechanized 98.5 percent, conveying
at the mine face 99.4 percent, haulage through the mein drifts 97.8 percent,
and loading into railroad cars 99.3 percent. As a result of the employment of 1
hundreds of Donbass combines, coal loading at the mine faces has been 16.1 per-
cent mechanized. During 8 months of 1950 the number of coal combines h&as in-

creased 50 percent.

"% The number of rock-loading machines in operation has increased 30 percent
during 1950, and coal and rock-loading during development work has been mechan-
ized 24 percent. Small electric locomotives are being used extensively to mech-
anize haulage in intermediate drifts. The number of them in operation increased

64 percent during 1950.

Labor productivity increased 8.7 percent during 1949 and an additional 10.3
percent in 1950. Average earnings of the miner increased 7 percent during 1949
alone, and during 8 months in 1950 they were 5.9 percent higher than during the
same period in 1949. Price reductions in foods and industrial goods during 1949
and 1950 have made the increased wages even more significant.

The conversion of Donbass mine faces and mines to the cycle work schedule
has opened up new ways of increasing labor productivity and lowering the cost of
coal production. In August the production costs of a ton of coal in the Donbass
were reduced one ruble 92 kopeks that is, 1 ruble 26 kopeks below the plan. In
September production costs were one ruble 25 kopeks below the plan. During Sep-
tember 1950 the coal output plan was fulfilled by all combines of the Donbass. “

A number of mines are not fulfilling the plan for coal output, many enter-
prises are not fulfilling the plan for production costs, and several coal combines
are incurring heavy losses. Those functiocaing worst of all in 1950 were the Kara-
gandaugol', Stalinugol', Sakhalinugol', Vostsibugol', and Sredazugol' combines i
whose unsatisfactory financial activity is causing the state huge losses. !

-END - 3

-2-

CONFIENTIAL




